
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.12115 Civil action; damages; court costs and other expenses.
Sec. 12115. (1) The attorney general may commence a civil action against a person in a court of competent

jurisdiction for appropriate relief, including injunctive relief for a violation of this part, or a registration or
permit issued pursuant to this part. The court has jurisdiction to restrain the violation and to require
compliance. In addition to any other relief granted under this section, the court may impose a civil fine of not
more than $10,000.00 for each instance of violation and, if the violation is continuous, for each day of
continued noncompliance. A fine collected under this subsection shall be deposited in the general fund.

(2) The attorney general or a person may bring a civil action in a court of competent jurisdiction to recover
the full value of the damage done to the natural resources that are damaged or destroyed and the costs of
surveillance and enforcement by the state as a result of a violation of this part. The damages and costs
collected under this section shall be deposited in the general fund. However, if the damages result from the
impairment or destruction of the fish, wildlife, or other natural resources of the state, the damages shall be
deposited in the game and fish protection account of the Michigan conservation and recreation legacy fund
provided in section 2010. The attorney general may, in addition, recover expenses incurred by the department
to address and remedy a violation of this part that the department reasonably considered an imminent and
substantial threat to the public health, safety, or welfare, or to the environment.

(3) The court may award court costs and other expenses of litigation including attorney fees to a party who
successfully brings an action pursuant to this section or to a person who successfully defends against an action
brought under this section that the court determines is frivolous.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006;Am. 2015, Act 224, Eff. Mar. 16, 2016.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."
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